On the south-western coast of India lies Kerala, a sunny land, 
full of palm-fringed beaches .and quiet lagoons. Kerala as we 
know it today came into existence only after independence. For- 
merly, it consisted of the princely states of Travancore and 
Cochin and the British district of Malabar. By the eighteenth 
century, the British had already established a foothold in Travan- 
core. The East India Company had a treaty with the Maharaja of 
Travancore by which the Maharaja agreed to pay the British a 
yearly tribute of six lakhs of rupees in return for British protec- 
tion. 


Belarama Varma was only sixteen years old when he became 
the Maharaja of Travancore in 1798, His Diwan (or Dalawa), 
Jayanathan Sankaran Namboodiri, taking advantage of his 
youth, imposed crushing taxes on the people and merrily put the 
money into his own pocket. With the British Resident on his 
side, he enjoyed unlimited power and became a despot. The 
people could bear this no longer: the time was ripe for -révaut. 
They rebelled, led by the heroic Velu Thampi, and the [4.wan 
was Overthrown. 


Velu Thampi, later, became the Diwan. He reduced the taxes 
and introduced many reforms, but he ruled with an iron hand. 
When the East India Company began interfering with the inter- 
nal affairs of Travancore—Diwan Velu Thampi took up arms 
against the British. The Minister of Cochin, Paliathu Achchan 
and his forces also joined the struggle. Velu Thampi issued a 
rousing cry for freedom and mustered support in his fight 
against the imperialists. But it was an uneven battle, for the 
British were too strong for him. 
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VELU THAMPI, ae HIS. CAREER AS A TEHSILDAR IN THE KINGDOM OF 
TRAVANCORE “DURING THE REIGN OF ee BALARAMA VARMA. 


amar chitra katha 


[T WAS AN UNHAPPY TIME FOR THE PEOPLE OF 
TRAVANCORE. a TAXES HAD RUINED 
THEM, pp | ~ 


WE HAVE 
TO CARRY OUT 
THE ORDERS OF 
THE DIWAN* 


OH, PLEASE, 
DON’T TAKE MY 
\, ENTIRE HARVEST 


THE DIWAN WAS RUTHLESS AND OPPRESSED 
THE PEOPLE. THE MAHARAJA COULD NOT CHECK 


* RR MINISTER 


DELL THAMP! SAW THE DIWAN IN THE MAHARAJA’S 
PALANQUIN. HE TURNED TO HIS BROTHER, 
PADMANABHAN. 


THE ARROGANCE OF THE DIWAN 
INCENSED VELU THAMPI. 


? ISN’T THAT, fa IT?S THE 
THE ROYAL DIWAN, JAYANTHAN 
PALANQUIN 2 SANKARAN 
WHO’S BEING NAMBOODIRI. 


CARRIED IN . 
A if * til fp 
2 Qa e 
Bie 
.@ Ni 


i 


THE DIWAN 
HAS NO RIGHT 
TO RIDE IN THIS 

PALANQUIN! 


ily 
J 


HALT THE 
PALANQUIN AT 
ONCE ! 


YOUR GREED AND 
CORRUPTION! 
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IN A RAGE, THE DIWAN RETURNED TO 

TRIVANDRUM, THE CAPITAL .HE MET HIS | AM IN 
FAITHFUL FRIEND, TARAKAN, A PLANTER. 


REAL TROUBLE. 
| NEED MORE MONEY, 
A YOUNGSTER WHOSE \ 
NAME |S VELUTHAMP! 


d HOW SHALL 
Sa 
DARED TO INSULT ME.... Sse 
BUT “OU LOOK UPSET, = 


TARAKAN .WHAT?S 


HA!HA! THAT’S 
SIMPLE | WE SHALL 


PAY FOR OUR 
PLEASURES! 
TAXES ! 


pL hee! 


AFTER. ALL , WE 
ENJOY THE SUPPORT 
OF THE BRITISH RESIDENT, 
MACAULAY. EVEN THE 
MAHARAJA DOES HIS 
BIDDING. SO WE NEED 
FEAR NO ONE. 


VELU THAMPI 
THE DIWAN TOOK HIS PLANS TO THE MAHARAJA. | 


SY THESE NEW 
S| TAXES YOU PROPOSE 


TO LEVY SEEM 
VERY HIGH. << 


THE PEOPLE WERE INDIGNANT AT THE 
CRUEL NEW TAXES. 


THEY TURNED FOR HELP TO VELU 
THAMP]_ WHO HAD,IN THE PAST, HELPED 
VICTIMS OF INJUSTICE. jggpapepeemermmmee 


USE 
GRUMBLING. 


LET US TAKE OUR 
GRIEVANCES TO THE 
IAHARAJA. 
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SO THEY WENT WITH VELU THAMP! TO 
WE WILL Wi TRIVANDRUM. 
SHALL 


DEMAND THAT 
THE DIWAN BE / PETITION 
REPLACED! 


HIGHNESS, WE 
HAVE BEEN CRUSHED 
BY THE TYRANNY OF ‘5 
THE DIWAN. HE MUST 
BE REMOVED 
FROM OFFICE. fem 
<A 


HEREBY ORDER THAT 
E DIWAN REMOV. 


DEEP-ROOTED | iii! 
THE CORRUPTION } Ii} | 
WAS, 


ie 


(s 


aL ‘ 


i) 
HW 


KY THE MAHARAJA'S \— a 
TREATY WITH 4OU \ THAT IS RIGHT: 
1S DUE TO BE IN RETURN FOR 
{ iO] RENEWED OUR PROTECTION, 
ao SHORTLY. HE HAS TO 
AN ak PAY US SIX LAKHS 
a w5 OF RUPEES. 


— x 


CLEVER! HE WILL 
FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE 


amar chitra katha 
AT THE COURT OF THE MAHARAJA — 


THE BRITISH ARE 
NOW DEMANDING EIGHT 
LAKHS OF RUPEES. 

THIS IS 
IMPOSSIBLE! 


HIGHNESS, WE 

HAVE NO CHOICE. 

OUR REFUSAL TO 
PAY WILL 
ANTAGONIZE 
THE BRITISH. 


WE CAN’T AFFORD 
TO DO THAT NOW. LET ) ALL RIGHT, 
US SIGN THE TREAT? y THAMP!. 
AND THEN BIDE f, 

OUR TIME. 


VELU THAMP] WAS FACED WITH THE aia Ban ati 
DIFFICULT TASK OF RAISING EIGHT =e 
LAKHS OF RUPEES. Reem 


PADMANABHAN, ,| HAVE 
TO RAISE THE MONEY 


VELU THAMPI 


2 — 
WE ARE CONDUCTING Al FOR | KNOW VELU 


h A SURVEY TO ASSESS 
THAMPI IS JUST 
NG were een OUR freer € tio! AND EAR. 
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WHEN DELLI WENT TO HIS ANCESTRAL HOME 


MOTHER, IN WHAT 
CATEGORY DID THE } WELL, 
OFFICIAL PLACE 
OUR FIELDS ? 


FIRST CATEGORY 
SEEING THAT THEY 
ARE SO 


FERTILE... 


J antuow 

Y FORTUNATE | AM 
YA TO HAVE SUCH 
FERTILE FIELDS 
OF Pappy! 


a 
COCONUT 
CROP, TOO, IS 


A FAVOUR, HE 
PUT THEM IN THE 
THIRD. SO WE HAVE 

TO PAY LESS BY 


Ke Ci | K © \ 
\e» 


ti val \ 


! \\ 1M 1\, 
\| Lhe HAVE SET A GOOD 
EXAMPLE BY PAY- 


ANA Hig : NW OO 


| 


VELU THAMPI 


«+» BUT THE ACT OF 
THE OFFICIAL WAS 
UNPARDONABLE. 
| AM AFRAID HE 
WILL HAVE TO 
BE PUNISHED. 


ON HIS RETURN TO TRIVANDRUM, VELU THAMP! SUMMONED ALL THE OFFICIALS, 


LET IT BE KNOWN i) 
THAT HENCEFORTH CORRUPTION 
WILL NOT BE TOLERATED, NO 
MAN, RICH OR POOR,|IS ABOVE 

THE LAW. THE LAW 

APPLIES TO EVERYONE 
EQUALLY—MYSELF & 
INCLUDED! 


OH,NO ! | MUST 
GO AND SEE THE 
RESIDENT. AT 
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.—2 


= —<—— 
ONCE AGAIN, NP 
| COME TO YOu 
FOR HELP.M4 LAND v| f 
HAS BEEN CON- 
FISCATED. | AM 


RUINED | 4 


| SHALL PERSONALLY 
SEND A MESSENGER TO 
VELU THAMPI, ASK- : 
ING HIM TO Bs 
SPARE OU. 


VELU THAMP! REPLIED CURTLY, | S) ’ VELU THAMPI DARES To | 
REFUSING THE REGIDENT’S Aye REFUSE MY REQUEST ? 
LL CRUSH HIM f 1?LL 
ASK THE MAHARAJA 


TO DISMISS HIM. 


RESIDENT THAT HE 
CANNOT GIVE ME 


pect 


ee 
Otel 


VELU THAMPI WAS FURIOUS WHEN HE HEARD OF THE INCIDEN Z| 
J 


OUR HIGHNESS, THE 
BRITISH CAN?T INTERFERE 
IN OUR DOMESTIC AFFAIRS, 
THE TREATY GIVES 
THEM NO SUCH ~~ 
RIGHTS. 


ED WITH FURY AT THE 


THE BRITISH ARE MACAULAY SEETH| 
ATTITUDE OF THE MAHARAJA. 


MERE MERCHANTS. 
LET THEM STICK TO 
THEIR 

TRADING. 


WELL, INFORM HIS HIGH- 
; NESS THAT THE EIGHT 
Pit) LAKHS OF RUPEES HE 
/—\ OWES US MUST BE 
— PAID NOW! 


| LEAVE 
EVERYTHING 
IN YOUR HANDS, 
VELU 


THAMPI. 


PADMANABHAN, 
WAR IS INEVITABLE. 
| SHALL ASK OUR 
GENERALS TO 
GET READY. 


WE ARE TAKING 
ON A HARD TASK— 
FIGHTING THE 


VELU THAMPI 


DISTANT FORTRESSES WERE REINFORCED... 


PA xt 
‘ 1K : 
THE we NS (3 (Wy ie 
=> 9 ry pe SS = 15} 
TO SUPPORT j Daher <i) 
AGAINST THE NX] SS) Aa ae , } 
a ae i GETHER IF WEARE 
se TO DEFEAT THE 
fee BRITISH. k 


ONWARD, 
M¢ MEN! WE 
ARE AT THE GATES 
RESIDENCY! 


ie 
bt \ ee eh ee 


ra 


& i 

eo, 
ae SS BY on 
SN aa 


THE 
REINFORCE - 


“<j 


SS) 


OH,GOD!? 
ARE WE TO BE 
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ONE LAST EFFORT, MY 
FRIENDS, AND WE SHALL 
SHAKE OFF THEIR 
YOKE — AND BE 
ae oe 
OW 
SK —_ ASS 
aS Set EE a) > ‘ 
: Ke: 7 Seay ; 
Oo), 


Bs 
Jp yer" Se ia { IN { J 


At | 
HE PLE WERE MOVED BY HIS IMPASSIONED 
EA FOR FREEDOM, y 


VELU THAMPI! RATHER THAN BOW 
WILL LEAD US TO THE 
TO FREEDOM! BRITISH! 


ae 


VELU THAMPI 


eal ‘ml! 
peti THE j 
: BRITISH 
i - ARE 
COMING! 
yp 3 “ 
AN 
3 : 
TRIVANDRUM 


VELL THAMP! HASTENED TO KILIMANOOR 
WILL FALL TO THE WHERE THE MAHARAJA WAS IN 
BRITISH ANY 


L— | 
é | RESIDENCE. VG 
MOMENT NOW! 4] ax! 


J |) HAVE COME ef 
TO SEE HIS HIGH- \ Ay 2 
SS ON 
URGENT Y 
BUSINESS! 
ey ‘J 
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BAD 
EWS,9OUuR 


HIGHNESS. SS 


— NO! THIS MAG BE THE 
THE BRITISH ARE END OF VELU THAMPI, 


NEARING TRIVANDRUM, J) (A BUT YOUR HIGH- 
DEFEAT !S NESS AND 
INEVITABLE . : TRAVANCORE 


4 : SHALL COME 
° g TO NO HARM. 


IF GOUR HIGHNESS 
WILL BE SO GOOD 

= AS TO READ THIS 
\_ DOCUMENT... 


VELU THAMPI 


HERE | HAVE CONFESSED 
THAT | ALONE AM RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE REBELLION AGAINST 

THE BRITISH AND THAT Mn 

YOUR HIGHNESS AND NY | FROM THE WRATH 
THE PEOPLE KNEW OF THE 
NOTHING ABOUT BRITISH. 


fi 


Ale 
sire 
Bt) 

HERE 1S Md 
SWORD,MY MOST 


Be CHERISHED POSSESSION. 
| HAND IT OVER TO 


YOu,MY SOVEREIGN, 
AND PLEDGE 
UNDYING LOYALTY. 


VELU THAMP! TOOK 
OF THE MAHARAJA 


4OUR HIGHNESS, Vy 

THE BRITISH HAVE ff 
I TAKEN THE 
CAPITAL! 


THERE IS NO POINT Vf 
IN CONTINUING 

THIS UNEVEN 

BATTLE. TELL 

THEM | AM 

WILLING TO 


TO A VALIANT. 
STRUGGLE! 


THE BRITISH 
ARE DETERMINED 
TO HAVE THEIR 
REVENGE. 


| ji 34 > 


i ne 
| ] 
ME 


amar chitra Ratha 
BUT VELU THAMP/,THE BRAVE DIWAN,HAD Vif {ii 
GONE INTO HIDING, ALONG WITH HIS BROTHER. L 


QUICKLY, BROTHER, \_ 
WE HAVE VER 


THEY REACHED A DESERTED TEMPLE 
AT MANNADE. 


BE SAFE THEY WILL 


NOT THINK OF 
SEARCHING THE 
TEMPLE. 


MERELY GAINED 
A LITTLE MORE 


TIME, 
PADMANABHAN. 4 


| ONCE 
HAD A DREAM... 
THAT WE COULD 
SHAKE OFF THE 
YOKE OF BRITISH 
TYRANNY. 


‘THERE WILL BE OTHERS THE BRITISH 
TO CONTINUE THE WILL BE DRIVEN 
AWAY. 


| ToDAd THAT DREAM a2 Pass .-.AND 
LIES SHATTERED. BUT ‘ile EVENTUALLY, 
STRUGGLE... 


MEANWHILE THE BRITISH WERE 
INFORMED OF VELU THAMPI?S. HIDE— § 


OUT.THE NET CLOSED IN — 
7 


ama i 
- i coal 
LISTEN ! DO you THE BRITISH \ 
HEAR THAT SOUND, HAVE FOUND gop 
fe, PADMANABHAN? | us! SEF 
as - ss 
THE TRAMP A 


OF SOLDIERS’ |]. Ii 
FEET. A* il 


ip 
SES Veh 
> eee ] 


Em Ee 


«-. AND IF 4OU LOVE 
ME, KILL ME, AND GIVE 
ME THE FREEDOM 
| CRAVE 
FOR ! 


Gy ra 
tm, Ly / . 
E> jam y 
TED ORENE] Nels j | 
MOTHER, inl Y 
GIVE ME YOUR be 
BLESSINGS. /> Fag 
ye lO : 
7m | ” Y $ 
_ aes 1 


amar chitra katha 
VERY SOON,THE TEMPLE WAS SURROUNDED BY THE BRITISH. 


cinsoedine SS 


AT LasT! 
VELU THAMP! 
IS IN OUR 

ps HANDS ? 


YOU ARE TOO : 
LATE ! LOOK, THERE ae SO HE’S DEAD 
LIES VELU THAMPI! | ALREADY 2 NEVER 
HE IS OUT OF YOUR / , wae MIND, WE’LL HANG 
_ REACH NOW! AN 38 HIS BODY UP— 
— AND WE’LL HANG 
YOU TOO, FOR THAT 


BUT THE MEMORY OF VELU THAMPI, ONE OF 
THE FIRST OF OUR FREEDOM -FIGHTERS,LIVES ON. 
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¢ GE SQUASH 
FOR ME AN’ MAH HOSS.) 


Ugly Joe and Slimy Sam __Dipy the Kid acts Silver Streak is ready . 
are askin’ for trouble. quicker than lightning. _with ammunition 


LETS PUT SOME FIRE 
"IN_YORE DRINK. 


lle have nothin’ more to fear. 
M THEY.-WON’T COME ’ERE AGIN! 


v 


HERE FOLKS, . 
HAVE SOME MORE! WE] 3 { i 


CYIPPEE IT'S DIPy-s} 

c—_imeiic: 
Right pardner. Dipy's squashes and syrups 
are a real knock-out! And just yuh try Dipy’s 
ketchups, jams and jellies, you'll find Dipy’s 
is the fastest draw on the table! 


Dipy’s Lemon, Orange, Mango Squashes, 
Lemon Barley Water, Lime Cordial, 
Pineapple Crush, delicious Rose Syrup, 
Frolic Fruit Flavoured Syrup and a mouth 
waterin’ variety of other syrups!! 


Dipy’s is real fruity 
—so fresh ‘n’ juicy. 


daCunha-Dip-44 


